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' ideas. Ygu set the model'whlch the cless

' followed, md I attribute the success that the

~class acheived is-due in.large meesure to the
~ example that you set before your fellow pupils.

' I remember very clearly meeting you for the

' first time outside the school a few weeks efter
~tha school year began. 1 was waiting at the
" bus stop at the foot: of‘he hill on which the
old school buildingiis located, ‘just below the

' new post office.. %Do you remember that old

' school buildlng with its léaky. roof. and mlce?)
Well, I don't remember how meny tax1s passed
until I decided to go. home, but I nust have

“remeined there talk1ng to you for eboqt an - hbdrg '”

There must heve been mven or eight boys there'.T
et the time, yet the only omes I remember;];
telking to on that occﬂs1on1ere you and e
Sliemen,., perhaps because you ware. elready out—
 stending in {he class, or perhaps because you
were the only ones who trusted your Engllsh '
“well enough to- ‘communicate with me. The last
time I passed that Spot in a taxl, your
;[brother was travelllng 41th me, &and he spoke B
- with me in mngllsh.. It was' the flrst ‘time that
"~ he had ever done that, and I hag iellng s
. somehow that it wag you who were. talk ng to
. me- through hlm., You will never know, Salman,
;{how much you 1nf1uenced the people around you.n

I rememher many thlngs Salman.‘ I remember the"'
teste-of the cocoa we: ‘drank the first tlme‘I '
B vislted you, yhen you“promlsed me that we .
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wouldn't drink coffee. I remember how
‘diligently your group came to the conver-
sation lessons in the late afternoon,
long after the other groups had stopped,
until it reoched the point when I hed 1o tell
~you that you didn't need conversation
“Jessons any more. 1 remember your inviting ;
me to your engagement party, and I remember how;,
~bad T felt that I couldn'yt come lecause =
-1 had to work on Saturday. I remember the
 first time I visited Mghar and thought of
~ you. I remember you telling me about your
-hildhood in Eilat, end the questions you
~ asked we about America. Most of all T remem-
@ ber a young, quict; but actively intelligent
 and curious mind in a strong, healthy and
~ beauliful body at peace with your surround-
_ ings, your teachers and your friends. IA
short, pretty close to perfection.

- I don't weep for you, Salman. 1f there 13
~ nothing dter &ath, then there is nothing

to weep for. And if there is life after death,
~ then I am ertein that God in Hjs infinite
- wisdom has properly rewarded you. I do not
~ even weep for the brevity of your years.
- The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away.
I do weep for those f us who knew you well and
still survive, for life is now much sadder for
~ us. £ind then I remember the words that Boris
- Pasternack put into the mouth of the dying
- inna Ivanovna in his N bel prize winning
- Doctor Zhivago. As I remember, she smid that as

long 2s one 2xists in the though{suéf
those whe knew him and loved him, heo

- 1s not deed. Lnd so, Salman, you will
. be with us for &z long tinme.,

Your friend who loves you still,

. /
/‘t_/}<ﬁ'3,

T o e
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