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PM, MONDAY, M ARCH

In Memory of Ari Lashner

L e T e L R T T T G L L L]

WASHINGTON

My reaction to what happened at Lake Success
on Friday is contempt, and I do not wish to write
of the canaille responsihle, except to say that time
will show that they betraved e
America in betraving Palestinian
Jewry, '

I want to write a piece today
about my friend Avi Lashner,
who was killed bv an Arab
sniper last Tuesday outside the
colony of Kfar Blum in Palestine.
He was 30 when he died. Per-
haps by telling a little of his
story I may provide some answer
to the alarmed questions I hear
evervivhere in the wake of Fri-
day’s events.

Lashner was born in Brooklyn. His first name
originally was Leon. He took the name of Ari
when he decided to settle in Palestine. He went
the hard way. He was a member of the crew of
the illegal ship, the Haganah, on which I had the
privilege of traveling to Palestine in 1946,

I got to know Ari well, both on shipboard and
in port during the impatient days when we waited
for orders to sail. He was slight and small in build,
fair in complexion, unassuming in manner. There
was nothing about him of a Man with a Mission,
and he would have made a wry face if anyone had
50 described him.

A Leader in Zionist
Youth Movement

Ari had for 10 years been a leading figure in
the Habonim, the Labor Zionist youth moveément
in America. He had graduated from City College
in New York with honors, majoring in education.
The kind of education to which he devoted himself
was the education of a small group of American
Jewish youth in preparation for life as chalutzim,
as socialist pioneers in Palestine.

If this sounds portentous, the fault is mine, not
Ari’s. He was no doctrinaire, either as a Zionist
or as a socialist. A phrase of his may help to convey
the quality of his thinking. He spoke once of “the
right to bé confused,” by which he meant the right
of every person to make his own way, in his own
time, to the truth.

Ari, when I knew him had the inner happiness
of a person who is true to himself. He had been in
the Merchant Marine during the war. He talked
very little of his personal experiences, but he had
seen some tough voyages, including two to Mur-
mansk. Ari had become a skilled radio man, and
he was radio officer of our ship, a Canadian cor-
vette, renamed the Haganal,

A Man of
Quiet Courage

I don’t know how radio officers act on ordinary
ships, but on ours Ari was ready for any job. In
one terrific storm on the way across the Atlantic,
when most ol the crew were seasick, he had him-
self hung over the side to lash down one of the
lifeboats.

/gdw % e

Stone

A 4y “\ l. F. Stone

Big exuberant Budd
the Haganah, dropped in
night, and we spoke of Ari.
teristic story about Lashner
!).lfl \.|>‘1;1:- 1l one point
chip off the scale in the tubes.
gang were a beefy bunch
get into the boilers. Ari
volunteered to crawl into the boilers
job. He spent a day and a half i
What Now? There
Is No Easy Answer

Ari had a wife, Shirley, and a bab
])P \'Uhlillt'L'I't'd for service on the ag
went to Palestine on a regular visa and :
ship. Though they were already in Palestine
the Haganah approached the blockade area
its refugee cargo, Ari volunteered to stay be
for the second vovage of the Haganall. The
gees and myself were transferred to a little Tu
freighter, the Beria, which took us into Palest

Ari was captured by the British with that second
shipload and after his release from Cyprus rejoinec
his wife and baby at Kfar Blum, . colony in the
Huleh Valley in Upper Calillee. Kfar Blum was
named for Leon Blum. It is a settlement foun
by Habonim, and there are about 50 American
pioneers in the colony.

Everywhere I find people asking with dismay,
“What are we going to do now?” I know no easy
answer. There is no magic wav to build a new
nation. When Ari got to Palestine he worked at
Kfar Blum in the vegetable garden. as a guard,
and in the fish ponds. He was shot and killed by an
Arab sniper while repairing a telephone wire out-
side the colony.

Ari's tasks in Palestine were not glamorous.
Neither was his death. But new nations are not
built to the music of brass bands and the stimulus
of cavalry charges. They are built by men like Ari
who are ready to do the many little things neces-
sary to make new homes and to defend them.

Betrayal at Lake Success
Won't Stop Men Like Him

Jewish Palestine was built by men like my Friend
Ari Lashner, and it is because of the Ari Lashners
that new and unexpected immediate difficulties
cannot shake my confidence in its future.

What happened Friday at Lake Success is not
the first betrayal the Ari Lashners have known nor
will it be the last.

Despite betravals which go back to the days ot
the last Sultan, Jewish Palestine has grown and
grown, It has grown because these men had
patience, faith and spirit, because amid constant
alarums they had the heart to go on with the job
of repairing a fence or mending a telephone wire.
It will continue to grow,

Those who understand will join me in saluting
the memory of Ari Lashner and, putting away
despair, will draw from it the strengthi to do for
Palestine whatever each of us can in the difficult
days ahead.
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Best In American Jewish Youth

by Harry Leftow ’

Ari Lashner has left us, There
will never take the place that |

meeting in Krelz to which 1
Jooked forward so eagerly,

He went away many times be-
fore—to distant cities for the

Movement, to war as a mariner; |
to Europe and to Palestine,
bringing in thousands, on his
Haganah ship.

But always before there was
his smiling, good-humored grect-
Ing again, the pleasurable inter-
ludes of gentle conversation, of |
music, of strolling about the city,
of drives into the country,

The Arab sniper's bullet
that cut short his®ife at Kfar
Elum on March 16th caused far
more than a personal loss. For
Ari exemplified the best that the
combination of Jewishness, Am-
erica and the Movement pro-
duced, and he was destined to
contribute in important measure
to the Jewish State in the future.
Everyone who knew him would
agree to this, for, he was a leader
of the most complete modesty
and honesty who, because of
these qualities, inspired in others
a sincere and warm recognition
of his own capabilities, For ex-
ample, you would never have
guessed from Ari's quiet work-

Ari Lasher, a leader of oy
American Youth movement,
was  killed by an  Arab
sniper on March, 168, whilg
repaiving a line of com-
munication at Kjar Blunt.
member  of

He was a
Branch 24, Broolklyit, of
which his  father wag «

Jounder, and way cducated
in our shulen.

He felt humble and inferior to
the point of discomfort before
anyone with special talent,
whether in art or in farming, but
without the slightest trace of the
envy that stems from vanity and
leads to pretenses and false em-

ulation,

* » ]

Any:account of Leon would be
incomplete without mentioning
his love for America. He lknew
it well from coast to coast. His
greatest pleasure was to drive
through its countryside. He Joved
to stop at roadside inns, obscrve
people, walk in cities, visit gal-
leries, parks, concert halls, stores,

He saw the evils of America
too, but he weighed things rela-
tively and he knew the enormous
importance of the measure of
basic civil liberties enjoyed here.
He was a socialist, but he would

cialism that gave a whit less of
individual liberty. The very cast-

aday, unchanged and un-selfcon-
scious manner during his last
weeks in America that he was
recruiting the crew and arrang-
ing completely the sailing of the
first Haganah ship from Ameri-
ca—a ship that ran the block-
ade and then returned to Europe
for a second load.

His wife and child had gone
to Eretz before him. He had
not known when or how he would
see them again and he wanted
to be with them desperately.
When he had the chaice to be
reunited with them easily, he
went hack to Europe with his
ghip, because he was needed, and
had to pass through the Cyprus
camps before joining them again.

He died in war. A Ghandi
could not have abhorred violence
‘more than did Leon Lashner, who
hated even the raised voice.

L] * »

If a keynote is to be sought in
the pervasive Lashner influence,
which all who experienced him |
felt, it is his insistence that the
individual
truth and act in consequence. In
this connection, he gave full cre-
dence to the role of the irrational

search for his own |

and complex ways of life, into
formal moulds with neat tags
was foreign to his mind.

The nineteen-thirties were a
difficult test for radical youth.
In the rarefied atmosphere of
college, socialists and commun-
ists drove the black and white
stereotypes of doctrinaire ridical-
ism to absolute extremes, and it
was difficult to perceive at what
stage this process actually be-
came a form of reductio ad ab-
surdumn. Impossible, actually,
without some trustworthy refer-
ence point in reality.

Leon Lashner's reference point
was his emotional Jewishness and
Labor Zionism, to which he at-
tached significant weight.

It was the Frederick B. Robin-

son era at City College, and every

weelt saw demonstrations, expul-
sions and counter demonstra-
tions. We Labor Zionists parti-
cipated in all radical activities,
but as a collateral thing. Leon

take any capitalism over a so-|

ing of whole societies, of people |

admired the courage and the in-
tellectual acumen of the radical
’I':nlw:» and even admitted that

their panaceas might be right,
But they were a Jittle above him.
Their solutions for the whole

world still left him uncomfortable

[as an Individual He paw the
Jewish people again singled out
for pergecution and he felt that
| conerete special efforts by Jews
[themselves were demanded.

He dropped his teacher-train-
ing courses when it gradually
| became apparent to him that his
| future lay with the Jewish people
and Palestine.

Here another essential Lash-
ner characteristic is illustrated.
There never were any dramatic
‘annoum:mnrnts or obvious soul
| struggles. He seemed to be and
| thought uneasily himself that he
| was just drifting. He felt like a
| victim of himself. He was una-
;w.'arr; of the courage it took to

| drift with the tide of one’s be-

: ing.

He spoke nostalgically about |
|the interesting careers others
were following. He was always
(ready to admit that the paths
others were following were right.
| These have been called his
"‘doubts" and ‘“conflicts”. But he
spoke about the other things
| that were nice to do with a cer-
tain detachment,

The concept of doubt in the
| sense of debating one's path by
purely mental processes cannot
rightly be used for him. His life
was the result of an evolutionary
process. What it was and what
had gone into it was flowing ir-
revoeably in a certain direction,
and he would have thought it
absurd that some sudden —idea
should be able to change it. So
he followed -the path of the
chalutz, somelimes looking wist-
fully back at the green ficlds of
America.

. * o

A great deal more will be
written, by those who worked
with him, of Leon's influence in
the formation and development
of Habonim and in the Labor
Zionist ~ Movement  generally.
Labor Palestine and the ideals of
chalitziut proudly became the
central educational idea of the
movement. Camp Kvutzah, the
“expanded Hachsharah farms, in-
creased aliyah, emphasis on
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If n keynole is to be sought in
the pervasive Lashnen influence, |
which all who experienced him |
felt, it is hin insistence that the
individual senrch for his own
truth and act in consequence. In
this connection, he guve full cre-
dence to the role of the irrational
fn life, attaching at least as much
welght to his feelings as to his
reason, and respecting feelings
in others,

What he could not tolerate in
himself and others was covering
up the problem, tempering the
feelings, excusing onesell, or
seeking a way oul by processes
of ratiocination, by the dr\'c-lnp-i
ment of universal theories which!
solved all problems, yet not your
own,

But he never drove others, He |
assumed you were wrestling||
honestly with your problem ans|
he was with his. |

Principles divorced from cir-
cumstance and action did not
exist for him except as scholastic
exercises, with which he was very
impatient.  Thus he could not
consider the fate of the Jewish
people without including himself
in the solution.

He loved honesty and simpli-
city. While he understood and
admired & Vronsky and an Anna
Karenina, his favorite was Levin.
He enjoyed greatly the scene of

the “visit to the uncle’ in “War
and Peace”. :

Leon Lashner's refercnce point
wie hig emotional Jowlghness and
abor Zionism, to which he at
ached significant welght.
| It was the Frederick B, Robin-
lgon era at City College, and every
weele saw demonstratipns, expul-
gions and counter demonstra-
tions. We Labor Zlonists parti-
cipated In all radjcal nclivities,
but ag & collateral Lhing. Leon

denl more will be

A great
who worked

written, by Lthose
with him, of Leon's influence in
the formalion and development
of Haboninp and in the Labor
Zionist  Movement generally.
Labor Palestine and the ideals of
chalutzint proudly became the
central educational idea of the
movement., Camp Kvutzah, the
lexpanded Hachsharah farms, in-
| ereased aliyah,
Hebrew, all these have come
about through the vision courage
and energy of the small group of
which Leon was & central figure.
It is futile to try to recreate by
words the vital essence of a com-

.yread is only a symbol

emphasis 01l

plicated personality like Ari. It
is probably reserved only to those
who knew him to feel the true
loss, No hero-picture in the con-
ventional sense, no analogy with
anyone else is true,

And so, for every one of those
who are dying in" Palestine, there
are Lhose to whom the loss is a
terrible reality, Every one of
those good Hebrew names we
of a face
smiling to someone; of thoughts,
desires and acts known and he-
loved somewhere.

Leon would not want to be
singled outl or separated from his
comrades.

But the Yishuv has always
commemorated its dead lnym;,fy_
Every soul is precious, as every
individual was in life,

I am rendering a faint duty in-
adequately, because I knew Ari.
It is not possible to believe, and
for my part I do not think of
Ari as having died. T merely con-
sider that he has crossed another
boundary before us, as he did so
often before.

And he did it as usual—well,

wesihobly, faithfully, working.

His child inherits the kibbutz.
he Yishuv, as her famijly All

< Israel must be one family today.

If any consolation is possible,

' can say that Ari confided in.a

pontaneous moment just before
leaving on the Wedgewood, that
e Was very happy—that his life,
is work and his family at that
oment satisfied him completely.
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PN (New York)
Wednesday, March 17, 1948

NEW YORKER KILLED BY S8NIPER

IN VILLAGE NEAR HAIFA

(By Assoclated Press)

JERUSALEM

A U.S. citizen was killed yesterday by sniper fire near
Haifa. He was identified as Arieh Lessner, 30, of New York
City.

Jewish sources sald Lessner was repairing a wire line én the
outskirts of the village of Kfar Blum when he was shot.

He was the fourth U, S. citizen to be killed since

communal warfare between Jews and Arabs broke-out last Fall.

By United Press
JERUSALEM

Three Arabs and one Jew were killed and two Jews were
wWounded in the Tiberius area of North Palestine yesterday.
British officlals reported. The bloodshed ended a short,

uneasy truce.
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March 20, 1947
Kfar Blum

cseWe are all deeply grieved at the terrible death of Arl Lashner.
He was shot and killed by an Arab sniper from the village opposite
us aeross the Jordan, while he was on an electric pole, repalring

a light. I'm sure a distorted account reached you -- about hils

being eleotrocuted -- since the same thing appeared in the local

press. News gets twisted up. A guy with so much promise for the

future has to meet such an untimely end. Tempers were very high

here -- btut -- we do not act according to feelings. The boys

opened up on the village -- but nothing big was done -- the
villagers claim the sniper was a "stranger" and they want peace.
The army was here and warned us to desist from preventing the

Arabs from coming to their fields to feed thelr flocks.

Arl 1s the first adult to lie in our little cemetary. Last
night there was a memorial meeting -- but it's difficult to
express our feelings at such a moment. No one knows who or where
it will be next time. That's the kind of war it is. It looks
like we have to prepare for the blg betrayal -- with the U, S.

leading it. Where it will end, no one can tell....
Dave

(From "David Biderman - 1916-1978)

In Memoriam
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’ Kfar Blum
March 20, 1948

Shalom, David:

1t didn't enter my mind that 1t might De

my unpleasant duty to write you this kind of letter so soon. By
now you know what happened. If the telegram came, yoOu have by now
the right version -« we suspect that the first news did not tell
the right story. We still don't know how the story of the electro-
cution at work got around, but it did and reached as far as "Davar"
and the "Palestine Post", tho' not the other papers here.

When I wrote last,

I think you will want to know some of the details. It happened
on Tuesday the 16th, at about 1l. Ari was dolng some repalr work on
an eleotric pole direotly facing Salhiyeh, one of the poles on the
perimeter of the meshek, recently set up to illuminate the approaches
for security purposes. The bullet hit him between the shoulder
blades and, besides penetrating a lung, caused an internal hemorrages.
He was taken over to the hadar holim and given oxygen at oncej the
dootor came from Amir within 15 minutes, but could do nothing. The
end came in just over half an hour. He talked half-coherently until
the end, but was apparently not consclous of any pain. Shirley was
in the room when it happened, and was by hls slde t11l the end. The
funeral took place the same afternoon. We thought of waltlng for his
father at first, but then decided not to since there was VeIy little
chance of his arriving the next day. As it happened, the road curfew
which had been on since Saturday and was to end on Wednesday was
eigended till Friday, and Mr. Lashner did not arrive until yesterday
afternoon.

The Arab who fired the shot is now known. The army, who were
here to investigate and to warn against reprisals, claims thet he
comes from Kitiyeh, has a house 1n Salhuyeh, and has escaped to
Zuwiyeh (all neighboring villages) -- and go do him, oOr them somethlinge.
That the shot was fired at us from the village came as & shock for
general reasons. We have been 1iving under the delusion that they
would leave us alone, since they are vulnerable and afrald (we could
easily cut them off from the Jordan, thelr source of water). Fhey
have actually been doing a lot of nuisance firing in the direction of
Neot Mordechal, and only very rarely did a bullet fly in our direction
at night. This one was carefully aimed.

Sshirley 1s taking 1t remarkably well. BShe eats little and sleeps
less, but is otherwise outwardly calm. She has certainly a set of
strong nerves. Miriam agaln looks sad, as she did when either aba
or ima were away. She asks for him little, but seems to sense that
something 1s wrong, especially since sava has arrived and aba is not
there. The old man, tho', 1s bearing up well, surprisingly so.

There is something I'd like you to do for us. There are a few
notes in this week's Bekibbutzenu (I'll send you a cOpy &8 soon as
it Ras been mimeographed; I hope within the week). We are thinking
of something more substential, perhaps for the shloshim, if we can
get the material together, or a 1ittle later. I'd like you to helpy
Write something, perhaps get one or two others to write, gather up
what has been written now (if anything), also gather up perhaps some
interesting letters (from the old files), some things he wrote
(Purrows we have, but the other things are scattered, since my books
are not yet here); some pictures. Sent 1t as soon as you can, but |
let me kmow Ly~ sable what you are sending, and when, 80 we'll know i
1how to proceed with the booklet. }
i : l
- We had the menorial last night. It was as bleak as all such b
things are, and 1t failed to convey much of an idea of the boy, which l L
iz alan the ummal thinc. abbarentlv. But it is good that it 1s over. &
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Fate, if there 1s such a thing, 1g really cruel.s AS 4 wrote
you, he was just beginning to find himself here, He had a Very tough
first year. The work was physically hard on him, he found 1t hard to
get into things, and his leaving for the Seminar in Jerusalem, tho'_
he may have learned gomething there, did not help his ad justment. But \
he was getting over 1t. He was getting to be mown, and began to ce
appreciated. The kid was blooming, with both of tnemn at home nowe
His transfer to an elecgriclan's Job pleased him, It was not yet
finally decided on, but he had worked a week, and was doing welle.

I happened to run into him hear the hadar haochel that morning as 1
was going out into the flield, He had some electrical equipment with
him. I asked how he liked the new job, and he sald

he liked it fine.

is hard to descr
4
A

' What the place was like after it happened,
A kibbutz 1s gertainly a peculiar place, and everything here appe:
different, even death. This does not convey the idea of collective

They came out to call me in -- shirley

gloom that set in suddenly.
lhad asked that they ghould., She was in our room, and we sat with her -=-
Ettle, Lami, Esther S. Then she went to lie down a bit, and at about
H four I called for her and we walked out. She walked with a sad ile
[ but didn't utter & sound. On the way back she told me the story leon
| used to tell of how he and Leo came late to the funeral of a L.A. boneh
because they couldn't keep up with the speed of the procession 1ln
thelr broken-down car. And she added, "he didn't miss this one."
MNu, that's all. I'l1l be walting to hear from you. i

Kleve

...He are trying to be careful. No more pole climbing in broad
dayl.lght.
P. 8. The finel note in the other P.S is not meant to point to
negligence. It 1s, as you know from our loocation, lmpossible to
keep out of Salhiyeh's sight,

Letter to

DAVID BRESLAU
| HABONIM, N.Y.

o
o s R masth e
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