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You who had no rest...

You who had no rest

are resting at last, my son, *

your broad shoulders narrowing now
to fit the coffin and the earth.’
Pursued by dangers,

safe at last; my son,

legs straightening out, and body
sheltered deep in the land,

across whose boundaries ‘ .
through slcepless nights you ran .
witls stretchers mortars guns.

The land you loved

turns its head away,

but it may be the earth’s embracing
you :

and it may be a flower

L_will bud from a tear.

“When things happen
suddenly...”
|

When things happen suddenly
I shall stand open-eyed

that very day

that very day

facing disaster.

My whole life freczes
towards that tomorrow,
Lodestone = 1 am the iron.
My eyes are burning stone.
I do not weep,

already feeling the burning
the dryness in the throat
the stares the rape.

Night after night my life
weeps

the tears.of that day,

2

I know his fate.

My life revolves around him, -
Iam aprophet,

prophet of dread, of horror.

All my nights are war

against the truth more fearful
than any dream, and I weep.
But still remembering

to be thank[lul for today. +

Counting the moments with
lenderness.

Collecting hours. Days.

Tloping.

But knowing with a terrible certainty
what the years are running to
and wailting, i

KRobert Friend writes:

Borm in August, 1933 in Germany,
Raya Harnik came to Isracl as achild
of three, A radio producer, she had
never thought of herselfl as a poet.
But the premonition of her son's
death in war and the tragic fulfilment
of that premonition made her a poet.
"This is made evident by the book of
poems that brought her to promin-
ence. Her Poems for Guni consists of
two kinds of poems: those of pre-
monition and fear, of which “When
things happen suddenly...” is an ex-
ample, composed when Guni was six
years old; and those composed after
her worst fears were realized, of
which “Youwhohad norest..." isan
example. This was written in August
1982, two months after Guni was
killed. He was 25 years old.
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