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THE GIFT OF A TORAH SCROLL

On Tuesday, July 8, 1957/ Temmuz 3, 5757, the Murstein Synagogue of the Jerusalers School, dedicated
2 Torah Scroll, wpitten in the Sephardic tradition, presented by Hannah Yitzchaki of Kibbutz Afikim in
mamory of her son, Lotan. The {ollowing are excerpts of a letter written to Rabbi Sheldos Zimmerman
on the Qcczasion.

:M aca few words that I wovld have liked to have said at the Torah Seroll Dedication but were not
ormconung...

] wo?ldlikemtéiyouabourthelengthy route that I traversed unti] chis ceremony. My son. Lotan, #2s
killed oa Tammuz 3, 5742 (Junc 24, 1982, in Bahumdva, Syriz, in the War for the Peace of the GaEles).
Afwer Fgor aver the initial shock, I searched for 2 way in which to pespetnate his memory. Prior o being
drafred into the Israel Defense Foress, he served zs 2 youth counseior at Moshav Aderet, near Jerusdem.
Everyone there knew him, loved him, and came to the funeral i great numbers. T was so impressed and

thought thar Aderet should be the place to perpetuate his memory.
I s=t up a youth dub, "Lotan’s House”, into which a great deal of work, energy and moncy, Fas

I songht something else, to be beauriful and meaningful, so I commissioned the writing of 2 Torzh Scroll.
I had contemplared the historical significance of 2 Torah Scroll and the direct commection that its writing
today created with the distagt past. I looked for a placc in which the Scroll would be used and comsulted
with the Principal of the school at Afikim; she was prepared to accept it, with some hesiration for this

was noT customary and Dot cveryone appreciates tradition as J do.

The Principal 2nd I discussed with the Seventh Grade teacher how each boy and giri, upon reaching the
age of mirzvot, would read the appropriate portion from this Torah Scroll, at school. The crafts teacher,
Jerzel Menshari, built 2 traditional Sephardic "house"; together with the children in the crafts class, he
consiructed 2 very beauriful ark, Fora number of years, this worked well until the seventh grade teacher
left; the Principal was puoca:picd with more important concerns, and the ark wos transterred and left
langnishing in the library. T was hurt,

I informed the school that 1 intended to move the Torah Seroll to another loeation. I spoke to Shaul
Feigberg abour the Torah Scroll and { asked his epinion about donating it o the spragogue of the

Hebrew Union College, He was very enthusiastle with the idea, Also, Shaul, having Rndwn Loran and
our family, felt thif would b 4 great honor that thie Tanh 3eroil would remain in che Collegte’s
synagogve. The sysagogue is unostentalous yet beautiful with eomfortable seating, and its cozy ambieace
fits perfectly to my aste; it i6 4 pity that T am so far away and not able tv eRjoY the place as do the

students.

Alss, my Orthodox relatives, who dtten
They felt that the Torzh $eroll had reac

significance long after T afff no longef hete.

ded the Dedication eerémony, ehjoyed and were decply impressed.
hed its rightful sertiig; many will read from it and ask about its

Respectiully,
Hannah Yitzehaki
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AACI! is the represe i i ; : .
7 J P ntative of the American and Canadian Zionist Federations-for olim and temporary residents in Israel

&Simtaf Beit Hashoeva, P.O. Box 29113 61290 Tel Aviv_September 1982 1"DWN "W Vol. 8,No. 4 |
|

LOTAN YIJTZHAKI

" On the afternoon of Thursday, June
~ 24th, 1982, Lotan Yitzhaki, 23 years
| old, of Kibbutz Afikim, fell at the
battle of “Hemdun™.

| Lotan's father, Yosef Yitzhaki came

' on Aliyah from New York in 1034

. after graduating from Yeshiva
University and immediatety settled in
Kibbutz Afikim.

. Lotan’s parents imbued {otan with 3
love of the Yand and even asa child he
hiked by foot with his father the length
and breadth of the counhtry.

' Lotan's {riends semernniber him for his

: e | strong sense of constiente 'aht:i_hi;

ik | deire to help others. Befora his draft,
" he volunteared in the framework of

| Garin Oged For a ydar's Service to

| the setuements in he Adullam region.

He became very close to the children
of Moshav Aderet and together with
his guitar, organized a aroup of song
and music.

Most spocial wate Lotan’s HEAWinge.
His paintitigs, oftén melaneholy,
sealed with the signdture 6f bewilder:
ment dritl a strug@le within himself,
would for sute, 8ver the yeirs, did
light and bro#deéft visien.

Despite his sensitivity, his séatch,
Lotan withétood differBnt tests and
did not stufhble tven Wiien thé
préssures were great: His dbllity to
withstand the difficultigs af the army,
the discovery of Hi§ ﬁB“itr {6 fight,
all are witness to the soiitl Basis of his
chafacter whicH woulid Have sUtely
fixed its seal an Hi§ fulu1d life:

THe stdps-he todk, large 4Ha
colifdiitious; shll not (88 HirBugh

the threshold of life...
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